	
	
	


 
[image: ]


North Pennines Observatory 
Star Guides Application Form
Allen Valleys Enterprise Ltd contracts guides to provide activities and/or expertise to groups and individuals visiting the North Pennines Observatory.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you would like to be included on our list of preferred contractor please complete the application form below. If you have the right knowledge, experience and skills, you will be invited to complete an induction at the Observatory.
The North Pennines Observatory has been designed for the local community as well as to accommodate visiting astronomers from further afield. As such, contractors should ideally have a broad range of skills and experience in different aspects of astronomy to be able to tailor content to different audiences, answer queries and offer support. Experience in working with the public and understanding of astronomy are essential. However, formal qualifications are not necessary and less experience in one or more areas shouldn’t be seen as a barrier for those who have a narrower focus so long as there is a genuine interest in developing skills. 
We may request evidence of any education or experience listed.

Please e-mail your completed application from to: chris.welton@avel.org.uk 




Name

Email

Contact telephone(s)






1. Please provide a draft paragraph to describe your offer and the audiences you work which we could be used in a list of successful contractors.  If successful we would agree this paragraph with you before using it. [Max 50 words]

	








Please describe the types of activities you would be comfortable to lead at the North Pennines Observatory, and to which audiences. These activities should match the competencies you describe in subsequent questions. [Max 150 words]
	



Please let us know your hourly on-site rate for activities. 
__________________________________________________________________________________





Competencies
Part 1 – Navigating the Night Sky
Please describe your skills or experience in each of the following areas, in less than 150 words:
Recognising constellations, asterisms and ‘star-hopping’
Observing objects within our solar system
Identifying a range of phenomena such as deep-space objects, binary star systems
Use of Stellarium as a cloudy night tool
	








Part 2 – Operating Astronomical Equipment
Please describe your skills or experience in the following areas, in less than 150 words:
Setting up and operating astronomical equipment
Using different types of telescopes, mounts and accessories 
Remote operation of telescopes, or streaming live feeds
Using an inflatable planetarium
Any specialist skills or interests

	









Part 3 – Theoretical Basis
Please describe any formal or informal education or training in each of the following areas, in less than 150 words:
Physics, maths, astronomy, or other physical sciences or STEM subjects
Cosmology and the structure and development of the universe
Stellar birth, evolution and death
Any other specialist interest relevant to astronomy

	










Part 4 – Event Experience
Please describe your experience with any of the following activities, in less than 150 words:
Communicating the awe and wonder of the universe we live in to a range of audiences
Developing or delivering talks or practical sessions about astronomy
Any other dark skies related areas of studies, stories and myths. 
Experience of delivering to a young audience
Experience of delivering to a special needs audience
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AVEL is a Community Benefit Society registered with, and regulated by, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 
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